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“Where are you from?” If you are
white, chancesare youhave rarely or
never been asked this question. If you
happen to be African-Canadian, you
have probably been asked this ques-
ton so many times you lost count a
long, long time ago. The perspective
of African-Canadians is grossly un-
der-represented mn Canadian medsa.
The film festival leed in Black 1s an
opportusnity to see an honest por-
trayal of the often misrepresented
African-Canadian culture.

The third annual film festival Ieedin
Black: Canadian Black Experiences on

Filproras heldat UW this past weekend

from February 6t0 9.

The film festival has its roots at
UW. The founder, national director,
and program coordmator Nadia L.
Hohnwas a UW student at Conrad
Grebel from 1998 to 2002. Hohn
earned her honours arts degree from
UW while also developing a national
film festival that brings the African-
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Canadian experience to the big screen
—feellikeanunderachicveryet?T Iohn
organized her first film festival at

Conrad Grebel College in 1999. -

Through collaboration with WPIRG,
UW students and volunteers she
founded Iced in Black. The festival
now. features over 21 films and 1s
being held 1n Toronto, Ottawa, Mon-
treal, Halifax and Waterloo over the

month of February, which is Black

History Month. )

T had the opportunity toattend the
Saturday night screenings of the festi-
val which included Shorz Shorts, nine
short films shown back to back, and
the feature-length documentary Divas:
Love Me Forever: The theme for this
year’s Iced in Black film festival was
“soulonice: acelebration of thearts.”

The short films ranged from a
documentary about modermst panter
Roland Jean to a spoken word piece
about the “style” ofa poet’s soul. Blind
Date, clocking in at just under seven
minutes, stood outas one of the more
heart-wrenchingpieces. The short film
has a melancholic atmosphere. The

blind date, the person that the'girl in
the film has been waiting for herwhole
life, ends up beingher father —aman
who barely recognizes the woman she
has become:

Destiny 1s a black and white film
abouta teenaged girl with big dreams
of becoming an actress. It seamlessly
mixes humourwitha grounding sense
of reality. Destiny lives with her strict
grandma, Miss May, who hasa strong
ssland accent and very narrow 1deas
about the type of women who be-
come actresses. Ina hilarious dream
scene, Miss May teminds Destiny,
“Don’t talk to riff-raff boys, noteven
to give them directions. Make sure

your dresses are hemmed tokeep you .

from becoming the slut you are so
bent on becoming,and don’t eat fruit
on the street because flies will follow
you.” Though Destiny s only 20 min-
utes long, in that shost imé the young
woman resonates with the self-doubt
thatweall feelattimes, yet she manges
to retain a sense of dignity and hope.

Asavisible minority, African-Ca-
nadians can’t erase their ties with other
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cultures. Fohn pointed out that “peo-
ple will always look at me and ask mie
where 'm from. It continually comes
up, there ts a constant duality, refer-
ence to previous cultures.”

The feature documentary Divas:
Love Me Forever -was shown after the
Short Shorts. Tt 1s 'an intriguing, hu-
morous and a sometimes sad look at
a group of black drag queens living
and wotking in Toronto. The docu-
mentary follows six drag queens —
Michelle Ross, Chris Edwards, Jackae
Baker, Stephanie Stevens, Matu Dinah
and Duchess (deceased). When asked
what a true diva is, Baker responded
“a diva 1s someone that always gets
their way. She is the best of the best
and hasa sexappeal thatwill make you
creaminyourpants.” Allof the people
mn this documentary are strong: not
onlyare they African-Canadians living
1n a soctety that likes to pretend it is

~ colour-blind, they are gay and they

dressup as women fora living. There
are many moments of humour and
perserverance mterspersed with the
harsh reality of the gay expertence.

Divas: Love Me Forever succeeds in
givinga rare ghmpse into the sadness,

" loneliness and self-doubt that lurks

beneath all of us, no mattter how

resilientwe may seem. Baker explained

with stunning clarity why it 1s not a

conscious chotce to be gay: “Youmight

be bashed and killed, you will never-
have kids, you could die of AIDS, it

can be a lonely hife. Who wants to go

through that?” Divas: Love Me Forever
and the discussionafterwards revealed

the unique perspective of the African-

Canadianhomosexual. The Caribbean,

where most of the-drag queens fea-

tured in the documentary immigrated

from, 1s predominantly Christianiand

notorious for being unaccepting of
the gay community. The panel discus-

sion also referred to the many mn-

stances of homophobiclyrics n reggae

and rap music. Hohn pomnted out the

prevalence of machoism within the

African-Canadian community.

Icedin Black:Canadian Black Experi-
ences on Filmrwas a rare opportunity to
get a glimpse into an under-repre-
sented group in Canadian media.



